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• Fair and transparent process with uniform rules & deadlines
• Confidential and secure ranking
• Internationally recognized algorithm
• Advanced technology
• 100% accurate and reliable results
• Comprehensive data reports

The Match® provides unparalleled medical matching services in the U.S. 
Getting it right since 1952.
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BENEFITS OF THE MATCH



Reproduction prohibited without the written permission of the NRMP.

TABLE OF CONTENTS

• General Match Information
• Using the R3 system

– Creating a Primary and Supplemental Rank Order List (ROL)
– Couples in the Match
– The Matching Algorithm

• NRMP Policy
– The Match Agreement
– Waiver of a Match Commitment
– Match Communication
– Violation of a Match Commitment

• Tips and Reminders



Reproduction prohibited without the written permission of the NRMP.

General Match 
Information
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• Registration $75

• Late registration fee $50 additional (after Nov. 30)

• Partnering as a couple $15 per partner

• Primary ROL No extra charge 1-20 programs
$30 per additional program

• Supplemental ROL(s) No extra charge 1-20 programs
$30 per additional program

NRMP FEES

Extra rank fees are due when the ROL is certified and are NOT refundable.
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November 30: 11:59 p.m. ET     Applicant standard registration deadline
$50 late fee after Nov. 30

January 15:     12:00 p.m. ET    Ranking opens

February 22:      9:00 p.m. ET Rank Order List/Final Registration Deadline

March 13:         11:00 a.m. ET Did I Match?
List of Unfilled Programs
SOAP begins

March 17:         12:00 p.m. ET School Match Day ceremonies

1:00 p.m. ET Match Day! Where did I Match?

MAJOR DEADLINES & DATES
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Using the 
Registration, Ranking, 
and Results (R3) System
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After registering, use your username and 
password to log in to the NRMP’s Registration, 
Ranking, and Results® (R3®) system

• Review Rank Order List (ROL) section of User 
Guide (Under “Help” in the R3 system)

• Your AAMC ID must be the same in the NRMP and 
ERAS systems

• NRMP ID should be added to the Personal 
Information section of your ERAS application

R3 SYSTEM



Reproduction prohibited without the written permission of the NRMP.

Applicant Status: ACTIVE Registered
RANKING ROL started
CERTIFIED ROL finalized

Fee Status: PAID No fees due

Verification Status: VERIFIED Credentials have been
verified for Match 
participation

NOT VERIFIED   Credentials have not 
been verified for Match 
participation

U.S. & Canadian trained applicants: by medical school

Internationally trained & 5th Pathway applicants: by the ECFMG

DEFINITIONS
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USING THE R3 SYSTEM
Creating a Primary and 

Supplemental ROL
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USING THE R3 SYSTEM
Participating in the Match 

as a Couple
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• Any two applicants can couple. Each must register separately for the 
Match and pay a non-refundable $15 per partner couples fee.

• 20 unique programs can be ranked by each partner before extra rank fees 
apply (includes “No Match”).

• Each partner enters his/her own list. Lists MUST have same number of 
ranks.

• Applicants participating as a couple can rank the same program more 
than once paired with a different program on the partner’s ROL.

• Applicants decide what constitutes an acceptable pair of programs. 
NRMP does not verify that information.

• Use code (999999999) to indicate when one partner is willing to go 
unmatched if the other partner matches at that rank. Use at the bottom of 
ROLs when all other acceptable program pairs have been exhausted.

• Couples are limited to 700 ranks on each ROL, including unique 
programs and pairs of ranks using the “No Match” option.

• NRMP links ONLY the couple’s PRIMARY rank order lists; supplemental 
rank order lists are NOT linked.

MATCHING AS A COUPLE
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COUPLES VERIFICATION
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COUPLES VERIFICATION
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USING THE R3 SYSTEM
The Matching Algorithm
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• Applicant proposing
– Starts with an attempt to place an applicant in the 

program ranked #1 by the applicant

• A tentative match occurs:
– if the program also ranked the applicant and the 

program has unfilled positions

– if the program is filled but the applicant is ranked 
higher than another applicant tentatively matched 
to that program

HOW THE MATCHING ALGORITHM WORKS
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• There is no match if:
– the program did not rank the applicant

– the program ranked the applicant but is filled with 
other applicants more preferred by the program

• Matches are final when the algorithm 
completes its cycles

• Couples match when:
– the algorithm places a couple in their highest 

ranked pair of programs on the PRIMARY list 
where BOTH are offered positions

HOW THE MATCHING ALGORITHM WORKS
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NRMP Policy
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NRMP RULES

Sponsoring institutions that register any programs in 
the Main Residency Match agree to select senior 
students of U.S. allopathic medical schools for all of 
the institution’s programs only through the Match or 
another national matching plan. In addition, programs 
participating in the Main Residency Match agree to 
register and attempt to fill all positions in the Match or 
another national matching plan.

For Institution/Program Participation
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Section 5.1:

“The listing of an applicant by a program on its certified rank 
order list or of a program by an applicant on the applicant’s 
certified rank order list establishes a binding commitment to 
offer or to accept an appointment if a match results and to 
start training in good faith (i.e., with the intent to complete the 
program) on the date specified in the appointment contract. 
The same binding commitment is established during the 
Match Week Supplemental Offer and Acceptance Program 
(SOAP) if a program offers a position by listing an applicant 
on its preference list and the applicant accepts that offer.

Failure to honor this commitment by either party 
participating in a Match will be a breach of this 
Agreement and may result in penalties to the breaching 
program or applicant……..”

THE MATCH COMMITMENT
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In limited circumstances, the NRMP may grant a 
waiver of the match commitment.

Applicants:
• Unanticipated serious and extreme hardship
• Change of specialty: must be requested by 

December 15
• Delayed graduation or completion of residency 

postponed

Waivers must be requested from, and can be 
granted only by, the NRMP.

MATCH WAIVERS
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If a waiver is approved:
• The applicant may seek another position or 

participate in a future Match and the program may 
recruit for the position.

If a waiver is not approved:
• Both the applicant and program are expected to 

honor the match commitment.
• Failure of either party to honor the match 

commitment is grounds for a violation investigation 
and the levying of sanctions.

MATCH WAIVERS
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Deferral of Match Commitment:
• Applicant and program must mutually agree
• NOT a waiver but rather a delay of training to 

accommodate an applicant’s personal or 
professional circumstances

Reconsideration of Waiver Decision:
• Must submit a new statement detailing why NRMP’s 

initial decision should be reversed
• Decision is final and not subject to arbitration

MATCH WAIVERS
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Section 6.0

It is a breach of the Match Participation Agreement for:
a) a program to request applicants to reveal the names, specialties, 

geographic locations, or other identifying information about 
programs to which they have or may apply; or

b) A program to request applicants to reveal ranking preferences; or
c) An applicant to suggest or inform a program that placement on a 

rank order list is contingent upon submission of a verbal or written 
statement indicating the program’s preference; or

d) A program to suggest or inform an applicant that placement on a 
rank order list is contingent upon submission of a verbal or written 
statement indicating the applicant’s preference; or

e) A program and an applicant in the Main Residency Match to make 
any verbal or written contract for appointment to a concurrent year 
residency or fellowship position prior to the release of the List of 
Unfilled Programs.

COMMUNICATION
Between Applicants and Programs
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• In the Main Residency Match, Dr. Holly Golightly 
interviewed with the Radiation-Oncology program at 
American Hospital Center. She was encouraged at the 
end of her interview to send the program director a note 
indicating her level of interest in the program so that the 
director would know how or whether to rank her.

• In the Main Residency Match, Dr. Harry Potter interviewed 
with the General Surgery program at Hogwarts Medical 
Center. Dr. Potter was unsure how to respond when the 
program director asked where else he planned to 
interview and if he planned to rank the Hogwarts program 
as his first.

EXAMPLES OF PROHIBITED COMMUNICATION
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Dear Applicant:

We have thoroughly enjoyed your visit with us and it is 
clear that you will excel wherever you choose to go.

You represent the kind of candidate that has traditionally 
done well in our program and we hope to have the 
opportunity to work with you in the coming year.

Yours sincerely,
Program Director

MISLEADING COMMUNICATIONS

Famous Eastern Medical School 
General Hospital
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Tips and Reminders
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http://www.nrmp.org/match-data/main-residency-
match-data/

• Utilize Match data resources
• Assess competitiveness

– Specialty
– Program
– Yourself

• Assess the program
• Make your ROL long enough
• Go for the “reach” program
• Include a “safety” program or specialty

STRATEGIES
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• Do not wait until the last minute to enter your rank 
order list. The servers may be overloaded and very 
slow.

• Do not make last minute changes to your rank order 
list. Most such changes are not well thought out and 
applicants frequently regret them.

• No changes can be made to ROLs after 9:00 p.m. 
Eastern Time on the Rank Order List Deadline, and 
only certified lists will be used in the Match.

• The NRMP will NOT enter a list; add, delete, or move 
programs; or in any way modify a rank order list.

FINAL CONSIDERATIONS



Reproduction prohibited without the written permission of the NRMP.

When you’re done, there’s nothing left to do except…

Relax!
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Residency Applicant 
Toolkit

http://www.nrmp.org/residency/applicant-toolkit/

RESOURCES
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Follow us on:

CONNECT WITH US

www.nrmp.org
support@nrmp.org

866-653-NRMP
202-400-2233


